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AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION

Margaret
Adamson
Australian High Commissioner
Pakistan & Patron-in-Chief of PABF
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AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION

Biography
Ms Adamson is a senior career officer with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, having served previously as a Ambassador to Poland and as a Ambassador to Cambodia. Most recently, she was Deputy High
Commissioner to Papua New Guinea. In Canberra, Ms Adamson’s appointments have included head of Public
Diplomacy Branch, European Union and Western Europe Branch, and Pacific Islands Branch.

2016 has seen positive developments in Australia-Pakistan business cooperation, particularly in the
Technical Vocational Education and Training (TVET) and higher education sectors. In October,
Australian services providers Talisman Healthcare and SERO Australia participated in the Pakistan
International TVET Conference. Through facilitation by the Australian Trade and Investment
Commission (Austrade), a partnership has been formed between Talisman Healthcare and The Super
Group to train Pakistani nurses and nursing technicians to enable them to be placed in international
jobs. SERO Australia is in the process of forming a partnership with COTHM Pakistan to provide
hospitality training in Pakistan.
In the higher education sector, Australian universities including Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, Melbourne University, Wollongong University and Macquarie University have signed
agreements with Pakistan’s Higher Education Commission (HEC) for PhD scholarships. Under the
program, the universities will work with the HEC to provide partial scholarships over the next four to
five years.
We have also welcomed developments in the food franchise sector with two new Australian
franchises, Cone Heads and the Chocolate Room, opening in Lahore, in addition to Gloria Jeans, who
are already well established in Pakistan’s major cities and motorway outlets. There is plenty of room
for more Australian franchises to explore the growth market that is Pakistan’s large youth population.
We also extended our efforts to facilitate increased business-to-business engagement, reaching out to
young Pakistani entrepreneurs through awareness events focussed on business opportunities in dairy,
livestock and food franchising in Pakistan. We supported Plan 9 – a business incubation hub funded
by the Punjab Government to promote technological innovation.
Working with the private sector is a priority for our aid program in Pakistan. Through our Market
Development Facility, we have partnered with companies such as Telenor and Footlib – a mid-size
shoe manufacturer - to improve the functioning of markets in Pakistan. We are also funding the Better
Cotton Initiative (BCI) through our Business Partnership Platform to make Pakistani cotton more
competitive in the European markets. The BCI, Cotton Australia and the Australian Government
partnership will support the training of approximately 225,000 Pakistani cotton farmers commencing
with the 2017 cotton season.
Looking forward to 2017, we will continue to work with businesses in Pakistan to explore sectors where
Australia and Pakistan can do more together commercially, particularly as Pakistan’s economy and
business environment becomes more attractive to international investors. We see growing business
opportunities in resources and energy, agribusiness and food, water management, infrastructure and
cross sectoral services, particularly in education and training.
We see expansion in energy and resources in the supply of LNG, the mining sector value chain and
renewable energies. In addition to the ongoing success in the dairy industry, Pakistan can work with
Australia to develop large feedlot farms for meat production, given our expertise in quality beef and
lamb meat production. Here Pakistan can work with Australia to not only set-up farms but also to
acquire knowledge in raising animals for quality meat. And Australia’s credentials as a major exporter
of halal meat provides a further basis for TVET training partnerships.
I commend the efforts of Austrade and PABF in promoting stronger commercial ties between our two
countries. Austrade is playing a very active role in supporting Pakistani firms to do business with
Australia. It provides information on buying products and services from Australia, supporting business
delegation visits and highlighting key trade events in Australia and Pakistan. PABF provides an
excellent platform for such activities to grow and for the Pakistan-Australia business relationship to
further strengthen.
To end the year on a positive note, in 2015 total merchandise trade between Australia and Pakistan
grew by 45 per cent to AUD920 million. If we include our two-way services trade of AUD626 million,
total bilateral trade in 2015 stood at more than AUD1.5bn. So our bilateral trade is heading in a
positive direction. There is clearly significant potential for the Australia - Pakistan trade and investment
relationship to continue to grow, building on this positive trend.
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Pervez H.

Madraswala
Chairman PABF
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It is a matter of delight that PABF has entered into the 7th year after its revival in May 2010 and as
Chairman of Pakistan Australia Business Forum it gives me great pleasure to express my views on
Pakistan-Australia trade and investment business.
There are ample opportunities to increase bilateral trade between our two counties, wherein the trade
bodies in both countries are actively pursuing different fields of interest specially Austrade, which is
playing a major role to service Pakistani and Australian businessmen in galvanizing ties and providing
a unique networking opportunity for businessmen seeking to develop their business.
Pakistan can be considered as a favorable and profitable destination for joint ventures relocation, the
liberal and investment friendly policies of the government can help our business community, moreover
now many Australian products are easily available in the Pakistani market, whether it be meat or dairy
products which are top of the line…. for those who want to pursue higher education or simply travel for
time out …. Australia has the best options in term of quality education and picturesque places to visit.
There are also plenty of Export opportunities from Pakistan especially in textile, mangoes, spices etc.
Pakistani businessmen can take advantage of Australian expertise in the fields of dairy, agriculture,
boat building and mining to name a few to increase their productivity and profits. There are many
franchise opportunities available in Australia, Pakistani businessmen can always find Australian dairy
and food items on a very attractive price compare to European products.
The number of members of the PABF has gradually risen and at present the strength of the forum is
58, we also have a number of new members waiting to be part of our forum in this new year. A number
of events have been organized for the purpose of highlighting the activities and interaction of the
members within themselves and with other invitees. The members’ fraternity is a vast spectrum of
businessmen, industrialists, education providers who have links with their counterparts in Australia.
We are confident that with the active support of the present Australian High Commissioner, Her
Excellency Ms. Margaret Adamson the Forum will gather strength in the days ahead.
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AUSTRALIAN TRADE
COMMISSION-AUSTRADE

Biography
Ms. Muldoon is responsible for developing trade, investment and education links between Australia and South Asia with overseeing a team of over 50 staff, spanning a network of 15 offices across
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.
Leonie is a lawyer by profession having been a Partner with Mallesons Stephen Jacques in their
Sydney Banking and Finance practice. Leonie originally joined Austrade, in 1993 as Investment
Commissioner for Japan and later North Asia responsible for inbound investment from the region
to Australia.

Leonie Muldoon
Senior Trade and Investment
Commissioner-South Asia

After leaving Austrade in 1998, Leonie carried responsibility for leadership and
management
of a range of businesses in diverse sectors spanning call centres (Sitel Corporation-CEO Australia
and COO Asia Pacific), consulting, training (General
Manager Professional Service-Standards
Australia, later SAI Global) and online legal publishing (CEO-TimeBase).
She rejoined Austrade in February 2012 as STC, Japan and moved to her current position in
August 2016.
Leonie holds a Bachelor of Arts, and a Bachelor of Law with Honours from Monash University, and
a Master of Law from Columbia University in New York.

I was delighted to have the opportunity at the Pakistan Australia Business Forum’s, annual dinner in January to
meet many PABF members, and I look forward to working with members over the next 4 years to support your business, in and with Australia.
Australia and Pakistan have a strong existing bi-lateral relationship, with total two-way trade in merchandise and
services in 2015 – 2016 valued at A$ 1,636 million. Leveraging this strong base 2017 presents an opportunity for
us to take the bilateral commercial relationship to the next level.
The Australian Trade and Investment Commission’s focus for Pakistan is on commodity, particularly grain trade
expansion, education, training and skill development; food & beverage, franchising; dairy and feedlot sector; and
mining & energy.
We see these areas as prospective because:
Education and skill development - Australia is amongst the top three international education destination for Pakistani undergraduate and post-graduate students with over 16,000 Pakistani students currently studying in Australia. 2017 saw our Universities move even further up the International Rankings with 5 of our Universities ranked in
the top 25 globally.
Pakistan has a young and dynamic workforce seeking quality employment opportunities. There is a significant
demand for internationally recognised skills to service industry sectors such as health, hospitality, construction and
mining both domestically and in the Middle East. Over the past few years significant efforts have been made to
engage with Pakistani training institutes and introduce Australian Vocational Education Training (VET) providers to
deliver internationally recognised courses and diploma programs both in market and through articulated arrangements with Australia.
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AUSTRALIAN TRADE
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Food & beverage and Franchising - The Pakistani consumer is well travelled, concerned about food safety and
is seeking choices of higher quality and safe food, dairy and beverage products.
A broad range of premium Australian food and beverage products are available for discerning consumers and retail
chains in Pakistan. Australian producers of premium food and beverage products are working in partnership with
leading retail chains in Pakistan to offer premium Australian products. Australian food and beverage franchise
brands like Gloria Jeans Coffee, Cone Head and The Chocolate Room have established retail outlets and restaurants in Pakistan through franchising.
Agri Industry Improvement, Dairy and feedlots - Agri-business is an important element of the economic relationship. Our similar climatic conditions mean there are many shared challenges that Australia and Pakistan can work
on together. Within agri business considerable work has been done to increase the productivity of the Pakistan
dairy sector and introduce Australian best practice in areas such as selective breeding, pasture management,
fodder and animal nutrition. Austrade has launched an initiative to also promote technology and consulting to
improve the productivity of feedlots for beef supply in Pakistan and for export to the Middle East.
Mining & Energy - With extensive natural resources, including coal, oil and natural gas reserves in Pakistan,
Australia’s world leading mining equipment, technology and service companies can play a role in the exploration
and sustainable mining of Pakistan’s natural resources delivering economic benefit to many regions.
The Australian Trade & Investment Commission can assist PABF members
•

Sourcing Australian products, technology and expertise across industry sectors

•

Locating Australian suppliers and business partners - Identifying and introducing you to appropriate busi-

ness partners including Australian Franchisors through our network
•

Locating Australian partners for joint ventures and technology transfer in Pakistan

•

Securing Australian accreditation, partnership opportunities in education, training & skill development,

particularly within tourism and hospitality
For more information on accessing Australian products, expertise and locating Australian partners, please visit:
http://www.austrade.gov.au/international and contact our offices in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad to explore
opportunities.
I congratulate the PABF on your efforts to date and look forward to working with members in 2017 to builds on the
positive trend already established in the bi-lateral relationship to take our business engagement to the next level.
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It gives me great pleasure to see our forum publish our 5th issue. Each year our
forum and our newsletter becomes more relevant to the economic environment
between our two countries. With the recent announcement of enhanced
cooperation between the Australia & Pakistan there will be several opportunities
arising for business and trade. I recommend all our members to explore these
Usman Sadiq
Hon. Secretry PABF

opportunities and seek advice from Austrade for niche areas within the
Australian Market. With a strong Australian dollar and high labour costs,
manufacturing is on the decline. This offers a good possibility of getting into joint

ventures or technology agreements for Pakistan with manufacturers who would like to stay operational as
opposed to shutting down. The Australian government has shown keen interest in expanding trade with
Pakistan and improving the bilateral trade balance. I urge you all to take advantage of this environment of
enhanced interest and wish you good luck in your explorations to discover long term business partnerships in
Australia.

School attendance, or registration for home schooling, is compulsory throughout
Australia. Education is the responsibility of the individual states and territories so
the rules vary between states, but in general children are required to attend
school from the age of about 5 up until about 16. In some states (e.g., WA, NT &
NSW), children aged 16–17 are required to either attend school or participate in
Rubeena Hoodbhoy

vocational training, such as an apprenticeship.

Treasurer PABF

Australia has an adult literacy rate that was estimated to be 99% in 2003. In the
Programme for International Student Assessment, Australia regularly scores among the top five of thirty major
developed countries (member countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development).
Catholic education accounts for the largest non-government sector.
Australia has 37 government-funded universities and two private universities, as well as a number of other
specialist institutions that provide approved courses at the higher education level. The University of Sydney is
Australia's oldest university, having been founded in 1850, followed by the University of Melbourne three years
later. Other notable universities include those of the Group of Eight leading tertiary institutions, including the
University of Adelaide (which boasts an association with five Nobel Laureates), the Australian National
University located in the national capital of Canberra, Monash University and the University of New South
Wales. Australian Universities are well known in Pakistan, there are Alums of Universities serving in high
ranking positions. Australia also has a Technical and Further Education sector which caters to training and
development of trades and has apprenticeship programme which is helps the students get hands on training.
Australian Government and Universities offer Scholastic scholarships for studies which are course specific and
for the empowerment for the people of Pakistan. Pakistan Higher Education, has that relevant information.

08

EXECUTIVE COMMITEE

It gives me great pleasure to be part of this newsletter of PABF.
There are a number of areas in which Pakistan could benefit from Australian
expertise and experience. I have selected only three areas, agriculture, mining and
education.
Australia and Pakistan are natural partners in the field of agriculture. Any increase
in agriculture production in Pakistan will directly affect a large cross section of
Tahir Mehmood
population as it is predominantly an agricultural economy. Dairy sector in Pakistan
Regional Business
has grown rapidly with the introduction on cows from Australia. Since 2007, these
Development Manager
(South Pakistan)
animals have adapted very well to the local environment. The average milk yield is
20 liters a day compared to less than 10 liters from a local cow. It has demonstrated
that by providing a hygienic environment, proper farm management and nutrition efficient production can be obtained
in Pakistan. Animal protein can also be produced in Pakistan using the right breed and environment. Meat (mutton,
beef and lamb) has strong local and international demand. Pakistan’s proximity to Gulf States presents huge
opportunities. There are opportunities for live animal exports. At present slaughter animals come from small farmers
in the village. The animals are kept for subsistence or to supplement the farmer’s income. These animals are sold
in the animal markets when they are of the right weight or when the farmer needs money. These animals depend on
grazing and do not gain weight as they could if proper nutrition is provided. They also lack ‘traceability’. A number of
abattoirs have been established in Karachi and Lahore which are ready to buy healthy animals for export of mutton,
beef and lamb. This presents a good case to introduce ‘feed lotting’ or setting up of commercial farms where animals
are raised for slaughter. It is an intensive system in which animals (goats, cows & sheep) are confined to an area
and feed and water is supplied. They can achieve good feed conversion ratio. The farm will be able to produce a
given number of animals in a cycle. The cycle could be daily or monthly or quarterly. The animals coming from these
farms would be of identical breed with similar weight and age. The quality of meat will also be better because animals
will be provided with a good nutrition.
METS (Mining, Equipment, Technology and Services) is well developed sector in Australia. The minerals in Pakistan
can be exploited with the help of Australian companies in the METS sector. This will make the mines more productive,
more energy efficient and more profitable.
Australia offers international students a high quality education program. There are programs for tertiary education
and also vocational skills training. The numbers of students going from Pakistan to Australia are increasing
continuously. Students improve their global acceptability by acquiring skills and education from education providers
in Australia. Local educational institutions in Pakistan & discuss ways in which they can partner with each other to
offer partly or fully an education program which gives students to complete their desired education more
economically.
Austrade offices in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad are there to help and assist. Call us if you need any further
information or to help you connect with an Australian supplier of product or services.
Australian Trade Commission Contacts
Mr. Tahir Mahmood - Australian Trade Commission - Karachi
T : +92 21 3538 4395 or 3588 9417, M : +92 300 822 6252
E : tahir.mahmood@austrade.gov.au
Mr. Imran Saeed Khan - Australian Trade Commission - Lahore
T : + 92 42 3531 3676, M : +92 300 847 1481
E : imran.saeed@austrade.gov.au
Mr. Azhar Shah - Australian Trade Commission - Islamabad
T : + 92 51 8355 373, M : +92 300 850 8855
E : azhar.shah@austrade.gov.au

09

ANNUAL DINNER 2017

Karachi - 12th January 2017: Pakistan Australia Business Forum (PABF) hosted its annual dinner at a local
hotel in honor of Her Excellency Ms. Margaret Adamson, the Australian High Commissioner and Ms.
Leonie Muldoon, Minister Commercial – Senior Trade & Investment Commissioner – South Asia.
The High Commissioner emphasized on the need to broaden the range of products that both countries
trade in to give a boost to bilateral trade in order to rationalize the balance of payments to further motivate
each other’s trade potential, she quoted addressing the gathering at the dinner reception.
She stressed on the need to further increase the interaction between the trade communities of both countries, remarking that things were progressing in the right direction. She went out of her way to pinpoint
Pakistan’s tourism potential, commenting on the vast territory with its diverse terrain which makes Pakistan
an ideal tourist’s delight, which could hold massive attraction for Australian tourists along with the required
foreign exchange accruing to Pakistan through this activity.
Both countries can look forward to an exciting 2017, said Ms. Adamson. She spoke of a plan whereby
Australia was to train 2,500 Pakistani cotton farmers, and said that Australia could also render valuable
service in the agricultural, mining and dairy product sectors.
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Ms. Adamson further stressed that this sector would be highly interested in investing in Pakistan’s mining
sector. The High Commissioner said Pakistani products like mangoes and textiles had a great scope in
Australia. She said Pakistan was just the right place to also invest in the meat and agricultural product
industry. Similarly, the Pakistani youth could also benefit from the Australian education.
Earlier, PABF Chairman Pervez Haroon Madraswala, while welcoming the High Commissioner and the
Commercial Minister Ms. Leonie Muldoon said there was a particular scope for marketing of Pakistan
exports like mangoes, textile and spices.
He said the young people of Pakistan could benefit a lot in the field of sports through a greater exchange
of sports personalities as Australia had been a highly sports-minded nation.
He also highlighted that Pakistani businessmen could take advantage of Australian expertise in the fields
of education, mining and agricultural sectors where, Australian cooperation would be highly beneficial in
the fields of dairy, boat-building and meat products too.

The event was well attend by people of different walks of life as well as
Speaker-Baluchistan Assembly, Ms. Rahila Durrani
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SHOWCASING AUSTRALIA FOR TRADE &
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Pakistan Australian Business Forum (PABF) organized an event on September
15th 2016, showcasing trade opportunities in Australia one of the famous five
star hotels in Karachi. The event was attended by approximately 150 guest
from different walks of life...Industrialists, Bureaucrats and Media persons. The
Australian High Commissioner, Her Excellency Margaret Adamson was the
guest of honor at the event. Mr. Pervez Madraswala expressed his views that
Australia can play a pivotal role in shaping Pakistan’s economy by providing
technical support in livestock and dairy farming.
The stress was on Pakistani businessmen taking advantage of Australian expertise in the fields of dairy,
agriculture, boat building and mining to name a few to increase their productivity and profits.
There are ample opportunities to increase bilateral trade between both counties, wherein the trade bodies in
both countries are actively pursuing different fields of interest specially Austrade, which is playing a major role
to service Pakistani and Australian businessmen.
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SHOWCASING AUSTRALIA FOR TRADE &
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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DAWN EDUCATION EXPO 2017

DAWN Education Expo is Pakistan's most credible
and trustworthy higher education platform. For over a
decade, the Expo has served as a unique platform to
link prestigious local and foreign higher education
institutes with the best of Pakistan's university and
college going students.
Over the period of 12 years, DAWN Education Expo
has built a strong brand identity and established itself
as Pakistan's leading and most result oriented
education exhibition. Held in high regard by participating institutes and visiting students alike, the Expo
has evolved into a crucial first step in the educational
careers
students.

The Exhibitors include respected and mainstream higher
education institutes from North America and the UK as
well emergent ones in Australia, Belgium, Canada,
Germany, Hong Kong, Ireland, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Northern Cyprus, Pakistan, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey
& the UAE.
The DAWN Education Expo is held in Islamabad, Lahore
and Karachi in consecutive two-day slots which gives
college and university representatives the opportunity to
meet some of the brightest students from the country's
most progressive and prestigious schools while providing
ample time for one-on-one discussions between college
representatives and potential students – and even their
parents. Organised by DAWN, Pakistan's premier
English-language newspaper, the DAWN Education
Expo attracts visitors from the newspaper's progressive
and affluent readership.
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AUSTRALIA DAY IN SPRING 2016
ENGAGING YOUTH

Australian High Commission hosted a reception to celebrate Australia Day in Spring -2016 at local
hotels in Karachi and Lahore. Australia’s Paper Pilots, Dylan Parker and James Norton conducted the
simple concept of Paper Planes to teach students about the science of flight and arranged workshops
to encourage the youth. The event was well attend by many elite politicians and other socialities.
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AUSTRALIA DAY IN SPRING 2017
CULTURAL DIVERSITY

The reception showcased cultural diversity
through music. A musical performance was held
at the event featuring Pakistani-Australian
singer/songwriter Mahmood Khan, who had flown
in from Australia especially to join the
celebrations, and students from the Leif Larsen
Music Centre Hunza playing traditional
Burushaski music of Gilgit Baltistan on Rabab and
Sitar.
National anthems of both countries were played
on the occasion and a special cake was cut.
Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan,
Margaret Adamson expressing her views said that
trade between Pakistan and Australia is
expanding quickly and its volume has increased
up to A$1.60 billion, which still has the capacity to
expand.
Pakistan’s Minister for Commerce and Member
National Assembly Khurram Dastgir was the chief
guest at the event. Khurram Dastgir said that
relations between both countries are wonderful in
all departments. The minister expressed
felicitations to Margaret Adamson on Australia
Day in spring on behalf of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and said cultural heritage will further
strengthen the relations of Pakistan and Australia.
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SCHOOL GROUP-VISIT AUSTRALIA

A group of Pakistan Students visited Australia
A local school organised a trip for their senior clases to visit Australia.
The children returned with happy memories of beautiful Sydney.
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FOOD FESTIVAL

Australian Trade and Investment Commission (AUSTRADE) has played a vital role in bringing
Pakistan and Australia closer for bilateral trade. The Australian High Commission in collaboration with
Austrade and Avari Group of Hotels held an Australian Food Festival in Karachi and Lahore, in which
the West Australian Chef Jesse Hands offered mouth-watering courses of Australian steaks, seafood
and much more.
It was a week-long event inaugrated by Ms. Margaret Adamson, Australian High Commissioner and
Erik Huyer, General Manager - Avari Towers. Australian food franchises are already very popular in
Pakistan with ConeHead and Chocolate Room recently joining the lead, where as Gloria Jeans is
already well established.
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FOOD FESTIVAL
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KEY EVENT BY PABF

Mr. Pervez Haroon Madraswala, Chairman PABF met with Ms. Naheed Memon- Chairperson Board of
Investment to discuss bilateral trade opportunities between Pakistan and Australia.

Mr. Pervez Haroon Madraswala presenting the PABF Pin to Mr. Takashi KURAI, Ambassador of Japan
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KEY EVENT BY PABF

Mr. Pervez Haroon Madraswala, Chairman PABF met with Mr. Gregory Harvey,
Trade Commissioner based in New Delhi

Mr. Pervez Haroon Madraswala, Chairman PABF met with Mr. Jon Marlow and
Ms. Maryam Paracha of Market Development Facility.
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PABF ANNUAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017

JAN
2017

MAR

ANNUAL DINNER

VISIT TO DAIRY FARM

2017

JUL
2017

SEP
2017

2017

JUN
2017

AUSTRALIAN FOOD
FESTIVAL AT
KHI, LHE, ISL

PABF DELEGATION TO
FINE FOOD MELBOURN
AUSTRALIA

NOV
2017
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FEB

AUG
2017

DAWN EDUCATION EXPO
KHI, LHE, ISL

PABF DELEGATION
VIST TO PK LIVE STOCK

SHOWCASING AUSTRALIAN
FOR BUSINESS

OCT
2017

ANNUAL DINNER

SEMINAR AND
PRESENTATION ON
MEAT PRODUCTION BY
MR. JOHN WGAHANT

PIERLITE PAKISTAN PVT. LTD.

Pierlite is arguably Australasia’s leader in the design and manufacture of architectural,
industrial and commercial lighting

systems. The business operates in two main

segments – through the trade and what it calls the “professional” arm – i.e. by supplying
major projects. Under Gerard stewardship since the late 1980s, the Pierlite brand has
grown from a $2m p.a. to an over $150m p.a.
Shayan Pervez
Madraswala
Pierlite Pakistan Pvt. Ltd.
Chief Operating Officer

operation. There are several critical

elements to this success “We rejected the temptation to move all our manufacturing
operations off-shore. This adherence to the ‘Australian Made’ ethos has been invaluable
to the business because, at short notice, we can adapt to supply a solution that is needed
quickly and simultaneously maintain strict quality controls.
Pierlite’s success is further based on two other major factors – a commitment to quality
underpinned by Quality Accreditation and R&D. The group’s mantra is ‘form, fit and
function’ in everything it does but each of those requirements is underpinned with baseline
quality that we will not compromise. This gives our customers assurance in their dealings
with clients. If quality is the platform on which Pierlite products are built, then R&D is the
lifeblood of its future. It is advances in technology, large and small, that give Pierlite an
advantage. New products with new technology for example, lights that use 70% less
electricity but offer the same illumination enable us to control margins and generate
profits, both for ourselves and for our customers.“R&D is never quiet at Pierlite. It is a
constant hum in the background. Many of our customers will already have seen the results
of Pierlite’s capabilities. They include lighting installations at Aga Khan Hospital Karachi,
Hamid Latif Hospital, Lahore, Avenue One Lahore, Younus Textile Mills and Soorty Denim

WINNER
of
Design

Excellence

Award.

24

Mills in Karachi Pakistan.Pierlite’s international project Portfolio includes Adelaide airport
in Australia, Willis Building London, Changi Prison Singapore and The ERAP project in
Mozambique.

STUDENT COUNSELING SERVICES

Student Counseling Services Pakistan (www.myscs.org) and Institute of Career
Development (www.icd.org.pk) a involved in student recruitment, English language
training and testing, Educational fairs and outreach activities. The Agency is working in
Pakistan for more than a decade for

student recruitment.

SCS is an exclusive recruitment partner & country office holder for various educational
Osamah Qureshi
Student Counseling
Services

institutions and in this capacity is extensively involved in screening of the students,
documents checking, linkage activity with Pakistani institutions, keeping partner
institutions profile high in competitive education market.
SCS’s sister organization Institute of Career Development ( ICD ) is involved in English
Language assessment exams of Cambridge English UK, ETS, TOEFL, iBT USA, Pearson
Test of English & Occupational English Test Australia as an Authorized Test Centre in
Pakistan. ICD has 3 Test Centers in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad testing around 200
test takers each month. Many of these test takers are also interested in studing abroad.
So SCS is able to offer English Test preparation and testing for interested students
besides taking care of admissions and visa.
SCS is trained by Education UK, ICEF Agents Training Program and PIER Australia.
Dr Osamah Qureshi is also linked with the Govt. of Pakistan Ministry of Education on
various projects including Knowledge City Lahore & Peshawar. He is actively involved with
Govt. sector on educational promotions and his company has signed various MOUs with
local Universities for higher education.
He has attended various international conferences on Education and English Language
Assessments like ICEF, CEM Training Cambridge English, NAFSA and AIEC. He
presented papers about Pakistan education market at these forums in last few years
portraying soft image of Pakistan
He can be contacted at director@myscs.org
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SEATRADE GROUP

Seatrade group was formed in 1976 and is one of the leading commodities trading,
shipping and Cargo handling group in Pakistan along with being a pioneer of many trading
and shipping activities in Pakistan.
The company made the first sale of Australian cannola in 1998 and is one of the leading
Muhammad Najib
Balagamwala
Seatrade Group
Chairman

coordinator of Australian wheat, oilseeds, pulses imports in Pakistan representing many
large Australian group.
Seatrade in 2016 organised a 34 member delegation to visit Perth, Adelaide and Sydney
to assess the cannola crop and the logistics, while meeting many of the large Australian
groups and farmers.
Seatrade is one of the largest cargo handling company and also trading group with
majority share in coal, cement, oilseeds, wheat, sugar, pke, pulses, all oilseed meals, also
provides stevedoring, cargo handling and upcountry transport through its various
subsidairies.
It handles million of tonnes per annum and is stalwart of the Pakistan shiping and
commodity trading group.
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UNIVERSAL STUDENT’S CONSULTANCY

It’s a matter of great pleasure to introduce myself & my organization, Universal Students’
Consultancy (USC). USC was established in 1995 and opened the first office in Lahore at
Davis Road Lahore. Later in 2003 USC shifted to New Muslim Town (near Punjab
University) Lahore. At this stage USC has countrywide branches. USC has been helping
students and providing them with career counseling in multiple fields of study for the last
Prof. Ch. Zahid
Hussain
Universal Students’ Consultancy
CEO

20 years. During my lecturer ship; I was very keen towards career counseling & proper
guidelines to the students.
I started to provide counseling & advising students for local and foreign studies at USC. I
have been successful in providing effective practical guidance to thousands of students
since then. I have more than 15000 students in different countries like USA, Canada
Australia, Ireland, UK, Germany, Malaysia, Europe and New Zealand. All of these
students are well settled and they are helping their families as well. They are working as a
source to enhance the foreign reserves by contributing to the Pakistan economy. I am also
proud that now USC is dealing with the second generation of its clients. USC is also proud
to help thousands of students form backward and rural areas of Pakistan.
Currently USC is working with the good number of well established private & government
colleges and universities worldwide. I have trained USC staff very effectively, focusing on
providing right counseling and academic guidance to the students.
USC is a member of a number of local as well as international educational organizations.
USC is committed to help the Pakistani students and working as a bridge between
Pakistani students & International Educational Institutions. Universal Students’
Consultancy is working day and night to create a bright and secure future for the Pakistani
Youth.

30

K.U. TRADING CO.

Australia and Pakistan enjoy a common heritage and shared interests. Both countries are
members of the Commonwealth. Australia and Pakistan share a long-standing strong and
growing relationship underpinned by deepening people-to-people links. Australia
established diplomatic relations with Pakistan after its 1947 partition from India and has
had a resident mission in the country since 1948.
Shahzad Sabir
K.U. Trading Co.
Director

Australia is committed to supporting Pakistan as a partner in its efforts to address security
threats, build economic prosperity and enhance development.
Australia and Pakistan trade strengthen the Pakistan businesses with the needs of
international markets. That enables us to open the door to a world of opportunity. It is
stirring to see Australia and Pakistan striving hard to attain mutual trade goals. It shows
how dedicated these two countries are toward increase the trade relationship.
To further strengthen the bilateral trade, we launched our direct store “UAGC Design
Center” at The IBL Building Centre, located at Shahra-e-Faisal, Karachi. This would house
renowned global wood-based products and would support buyers so they can take
benefit from on our research in product development and manufacturing to bring the top
quality products to their approach.
The UAGC Design Centre assists opinion leaders such as home owners, architects,
contractors and construction companies by displaying the global collection of the finest
wood-based product to ease the burden off the shoulders of its customers.
In UAGC Design Centre we would cater the needs of construction and furniture sector
promoting the trade between the Australia and Pakistan by procuring Australian Timber at
the UAGC Design Centre.
Australian Timber and wood based product exporters are engaged in a continuous
improvement process to ensure long-term market recognition that Australian timber
conform to the highest sustainability standards. Furthermore, they have a significant
interest in promoting policy measures that are effective and efficient in removing illegal
wood from trade.
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UAGC Design Center
IBL Building Center 3rd Floor, Main Shar-e-Faisal,
Karachi, Pakistan

Ph : +92-21-3236 8044
Fax : +92- 21 3273 5419
 : Customercare.uagc@gmail.com
URL : www.uagc.com.pk

HUNZA & FAIRY MEADOWS

Article contributed by Khawaja Jahanzeb-Member PABF
Pakistan is one of the few countries with a dynamic landscape: rivers, deserts, lakes, waterfalls, spring, glaciers and
much more– it seems to contain every aspect of a landscape in great abundance.
The much renowned Hunza Valley is often referred to as heaven on earth. Enveloped by the grand Himalayas and
the Karakoram mountain ranges this area has been and continues to be a great tourist attraction.
Hunza is located at a distance of 100 kilometers from Gilgit which was once a hardscrabbled Himalayan town where
residents barely had enough to eat, now known as Karimabad. Hunza is now one of Pakistan’s most idyllic spots –
an oasis of tolerance, security and high educational standards. This standard of living can be traced to the residents’
moderate interpretation of Islam as well as the considerable support it receives from one of the world’s largest
charities.
The Hunza Valley is the centerpiece of the Karakorum Highway. The flow of its river, the Hunza River, through mighty
grey-brown scree slopes and up to snowy peaks, including 7788m Rakaposhi, is a reminder of the river’s deep impact
across the Karakoram. In spring, its famous fruit trees erupt with white blossoms whereas in autumn a riot of yellow
poplars and bright red orchards dominate the landscape. If one takes a look at the houses in the villages, it is easy to
spot the golden maize drying on the rooftops. Irrigation sustains the numerous orchards of Hunza’s famous apricots,
peaches, plums, apples, grapes, cherries and walnuts. The irrigation system also sustains the fields of maize wheat,
and the ever-present poplars, a fast-growing source of fodder, firewood and timber.
The word ‘Hunza’ is commonly used to categorize the entire broad valley. In fact, two former princely states, Hunza
and Nagyr (nah-gr), which shared a language and ancestry, face one another across the river. Hunza refers to the
villages on the north bank from Khizerabad to Ghareghat (or sometimes as far as Nazimabad). Gojal is sometimes
described as part of Hunza too.
Smaller but more populous Nagyr occupies the entire southern side of the valley and the northern side around Chalt,
which includes Rakaposhi and the lower Hispar Glacier. Although it enjoys less media fame, Nagyr is home to some
of the best treks in the Karakoram
Baltit is Hunza’s ancient capital. It’s magnificent fort, built on top of a throne-like ridge with Ultar Nala yawning behind
it, has always been the kingdom’s focal point. The fort served as the royal palace for over 750 years until the last
century, when sounder quarters were built below it in what came to be known as Karimabad. The name is now also
used for Baltit and the surrounding complex of ancient tribal hamlets.
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HUNZA & FAIRY MEADOWS

Fairy Meadows is located on the northern side of Nanga Parbat, a few kilometers south of the Karakoram Highway
and the Indus River in the Diamer district of Northern Areas.
Nanga Parbat is the ninth tallest mountain in the world, standing at 8,125 meters (26,657 feet), and is the second
tallest mountain in Pakistan after K2. It is also the first mountain in the great Himalaya range, which stretches up to
2,400 kilometres to the east, running through six nations and ending in Tibet.
One reaches Fairy Meadows by travelling first to Raikot, located 75 km from Gilgit, and after undertaking a 50 minute
journey by jeep to Jhel (Tatu) village, from there, awaits a anther three hours scenic pine forest hike on foot or on
ponies before reaching Fairy Meadows. It is an unforgettable trek!
Fairy Meadows can be described as a bouquet of flowers set before the towering killer mountain, Nanga Parbat. The
mountain provides a breathtaking backdrop for the Fairy Meadows, making it an appealing and exciting destination
for tourists. Fairy Meadows are where the legends of Nanga Parbat are kept alive; told by generations of villagers who
had had the chance of witnessing the many legions of climbers in the past for themselves.
Towards the northern side of the meadows stands the vast Raikot glacier, strewn with dark echoing crevasses,
plagued by constant avalanches, and guarded by 15 meters of ice spears.
The meadows change drastically with the seasons. The birch trees streak the mountains with a bright yellow in
autumn, while winter is bare, bone white and still. Spring brings forth the river’s roar, the crisp cracks of avalanches
and the bloom of purple, yellow and white wildflowers. Babbling brooks flow through the meadows, sparkling with
precious stones such as pyrite and quartz, but the snow remains glued to the mountain tops.
The stark beauty of spring is said to be the highlight of the meadows and thus the best time to visit is from mid-July
till the end of August. During the summer, the heat of the valley becomes quite unbearable and landslides are all too
common. Therefore, the village dwellers of Tato load all their important possessions on donkeys and trek up to the
Fairy Meadows for all of summer.
Houses built out of pine logs and flattened birch barks (used mainly for the roofs), are nestled amongst the mountains
like rabbit holes. The men play polo, sip tea and cut firewood whereas the women pick wild mulberries, raspberries,
and strawberries in the meadows as well as tend to their vegetable gardens.
All in all, the northern areas of Pakistan offer once in a lifetime experiences that are truly unforgettable. Therefore do
not miss the chance to visit one of the greatest treasures this country has to offer.
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COUNTRY SNAPSHOT AUSTRALIA
General information:

Fact sheets are updated biannually; June and December

Capital:
Surface area:
Official language:
Population:
Currency:

Recent economic indicators:

2011
1,503.3
964.0
66,754
42,807
2.6
-44,166
-2.9
3.0
5.0

GDP (US$bn) (current prices):
GDP PPP (Int'l $bn) (c):
GDP per capita (US$):
GDP per capita PPP (Int'l $) (c):
Real GDP growth (% change yoy):
Current account balance (US$m):
Current account balance (% GDP):
Inflation (% change yoy):
Unemployment (% labour force)
Australia's merchandise trade
350,000
Exports

2013
1,501.7
1,054.2
64,490
45,272
2.0
-51,421
-3.4
2.7
5.7

2015(a)
1,224.0
1,138.1
51,127
47,389
2.5
-58,866
-4.8
1.7
5.5

2016(b)
1,200.8
1,177.6
49,144
48,196
2.5
-43,352
-3.6
2.1
5.9

Australia's merchandise exports
A$m

4

200,000

2010
2015

160,000
120,000

Imports

2

150,000

80,000

100,000

1

40,000

50,000
2010

2014
1,442.1
1,099.5
61,067
46,562
2.7
-43,978
-3.0
1.7
5.9

%

3

250,000
200,000

2012
1,558.8
1,016.6
68,009
44,353
3.6
-66,153
-4.2
2.2
5.2
Real GDP growth

A$m

300,000

Head of State:
HM Queen Elizabeth II, represented by the
Governor-General HE General the Honourable
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd)
Head of Government:
Prime Minister The Hon Malcolm Turnbull

Canberra
7,692 thousand sq km
English
23.9 million
(Dec 2015)
Australian dollar

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

0
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Primary

STM

ETM

Other

Australia's trade and investment relationships (d):
Major Australian merchandise exports, 2015 (A$m)(e):
Iron ores & concentrates
Coal
Natural gas
Gold
Beef

Major Australian merchandise imports, 2015 (A$m)(e):

49,060
37,031
16,456
14,500
9,296

Australian merchandise trade, 2015:
Exports (A$m):
Imports (A$m):
Total trade (exports + imports) (A$m):
Merchandise trade deficit (A$m):

Passenger motor vehicles
Refined petroleum
Telecom equipment & parts
Crude petroleum
Computers
250,428
276,438
526,866
26,010

Australia's main merchandise export destinations, 2015 (e):
1
China
32.5%
2
Japan
16.1%
3
Republic of Korea
7.3%
4
United States
5.7%
5
India
4.2%
Australia's trade in services, 2015:
Exports of services (A$m):
Imports of services (A$m):
Services trade deficit (A$m):
Australia's investment links, as at 31 Dec 2015:
Level of Australian investment abroad (A$m):
Level of foreign investment in Australia (A$m):

Australia's main merchandise import sources, 2015 (e):
1
China
22.4%
2
United States (g)
11.9%
3
Japan
7.2%
4
Republic of Korea
5.4%
5
Thailand
4.9%
66,162
76,305
10,143

2,080,714
3,024,361

Compiled by the Statistics Section, DFAT, using the latest data from the ABS, the IMF and various international sources.
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20,365
18,436
11,676
9,390
8,471

COUNTRY SNAPSHOT PAKISTAN
General information
Capital:
Land area:
Official language(s):
Population:
Currency:

Fact sheets are updated biannually; June and December

Islamabad
770,880 sq km
Urdu, English
189.9 million (2015)
Pakistan rupee

Head of State
President HE Mr Mamnoon Hussain
Head of Government
Prime Minister HE Mr Muhammad Nawaz Sharif

Economic indicators (a)

GDP (US$b) (current prices)
GDP per capita (US$)
GDP PPP (Int'l $b)
GDP per capita PPP (Int'l $)
Real GDP growth (% change yoy)
Current account balance (US$b)
Current account balance (% GDP)
Inflation (% change yoy)
Unemployment (% labour force)

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

213.6
1,212.2
750.7
4,260.5
3.6
0.2
0.1
13.7
6.0

224.4
1,241.7
793.9
4,393.0
3.8
-4.7
-2.1
11.0
6.0

231.2
1,259.6
836.4
4,556.2
3.7
-2.5
-1.1
7.4
6.0

244.4
1,312.4
885.9
4,757.9
4.1
-3.1
-1.3
8.6
6.0

271.1
1,427.6
931.6
4,906.3
4.0
-2.6
-1.0
4.5
5.9

na
na
988.2
5,120.4
4.7
na
-0.9
2.9
6.0

Australia's trade and investment relationship with Pakistan (b)
Australian merchandise trade with Pakistan, 2015-16 (A$m)
Exports to Pakistan
Imports from Pakistan
Total merchandise trade (exports + imports)

650
307
957

Major Australian exports, 2015-16 (A$m)
Fertilisers (excl crude)
Vegetables, f.c.f.
Ferrous waste & scrap
Medicaments (incl veterinary)

174
150
65
24

Total share
0.3%
0.1%
0.2%

Rank
31st
48th
41st

Growth (yoy)
42.8%
28.4%
37.9%

Major Australian imports, 2015-16 (A$m)
Made-up textile articles, nes
Crude petroleum
Rice
Prams, toys, games & sporting goods

105
36
23
12

*Includes $92.1m of confidential items and special transactions, 14% of total
exports.

Australia's trade in services with Pakistan, 2015-16 (A$m)
Exports of services to Pakistan
Imports of services from Pakistan

572
97

Total share
0.8%
0.1%

Australia's investment relationship with Pakistan, 2015 (A$m)
Australia's investment in Pakistan
Pakistan's investment in Australia

Rank
24th
52nd

Growth (yoy)
5.0%
31.1%

Total
np
37

FDI
np
np

Pakistan's global merchandise trade relationships
Pakistan's principal export destinations, 2015
1 United States
2 China
3 Afghanistan

26 Australia

16.6%
8.8%
7.8%

0.8%

Pakistan's principal import sources, 2015
1 China
2 United Arab Emirates
3 Saudi Arabia

16 Australia

25.0%
13.0%
6.8%

1.2%

Compiled by the Economic Diplomacy, Trade Advocacy & Statistics Section, DFAT, using the latest data from the ABS, the IMF and various international sources.
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PAKISTAN AUSTRALIA
BUSINESS FORUM

The Honorary Secretary, Pakistan Australia Business Forum
C/o Next Trade (Pvt.) Ltd.
163, Sector 23, Korangi Industrial Area, Karachi 74900 - Pakistan
Tel:92-21-35070961-4 Fax: 92-21-35066149
C/o Pierlite Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd.
611, The Forum, Khayaban-e-Jami, Clifton, Karachi - Pakistan
Tel: 92-21-111-509-509 Fax: 92-21-35360974
Email: info@pabf.com.pk - Website: www.pabf.com.pk

